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Overview

• Purpose: 

Significantly improve the academic and developmental outcomes of children living in the most distressed 
communities of the United States, including ensuring school readiness, high school graduation, and 
access to a community-based continuum of high quality services

• Strategy:

Create a pipeline of services – a continuum of supports, services, and opportunities for children from birth 
through entry into and success in postsecondary education and career attainment. 

• Project Period: 

January 2022 – December 2026

U.S. Department of Education Promise 
Neighborhoods Grant Program 
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Students . . . .

DOE Promise Neighborhoods Program Results

Enter kindergarten 
ready to succeed in 

school.

Are proficient in 
Math and English 
Language Arts.  

Successfully 
transition from 
middle to high 

school. 

Graduate from high 
school. 

Obtain post-
secondary degrees, 

certifications, or 
credentials.

Are supported by 
families and 

communities in their 
learning. 

Are healthy.
Feel safe at school 

and in the 
community. 

Live in stable 
communities.

Have access to 21st

century learning 
tools.



Office for Community Child Health

1. Strengthen community-oriented 

programs.

2. Facilitate synergies among 

community-oriented programs.

3. Serve as an innovation incubator 

and accelerator for promising and 

efficacious approaches that improve 

the short- and long-term outcomes 

for children and families. 



North Hartford Promise Zone (NHPZ)
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• Received federal Promise Zone 
designation in 2015

• Since then, investments in North Hartford 
resulted in increased programs and 
services – but they were implemented in 
isolation from one another and failed to 
improve key indicators of academic 
achievement and attainment, community 
well-being and distress, and quality of life

• NHPZ scored 393 out of possible 1,000 
points on the 2019 DataHaven 
Community Survey





Goal: 
Connect children and 

families, prenatal through 
career, living in the 

North Hartford Promise Zone 
to the programs, services and 
other resources they need to 

reach their full potential.



Strategy: 
Comprehensive, integrated, and coordinated 

Family Navigation System



Strategy: 
Comprehensive, integrated, and coordinated 

Family Navigation System

Pipeline of 
Programs, 

Services, and 
Other 

Resources

Parent, Family, 
& Community 

Driven Agenda

Targeted 
Universalism 

Strengthen 
Families’ 
Protective 

Factors

Identification, 
Referral, and 

Linkage

Data Collection 
& Analysis









Community 
Voice and 
Leadership



Building Trust

Social Network Analysis 

Of the: 

• 124 relationships that developed through Ascend, 85% reported positive outcomes. 

• 202 existing relationships that were deepend through Ascend, 83% reported positive outcomes. 

• 44 relationships that began through another member of Ascend, 100% reported positive outcomes. 
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Join the Movement
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Visit the Website



17 Community Conversation - North Hartford Ascend

Join 
Community 

Conversations

https://northhartfordascend.org/events/community-conversation/
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Participate 
in Community 

Workshops

Community Workshops - North Hartford Ascend

https://northhartfordascend.org/events/community-workshops/


Leverage the Community Resource Map
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Connect with a Family Navigator
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The North Hartford Ascend Pipeline (Ascend) | The Village

https://thevillage.org/programs/ascend/


Thank You!


